Rechargeable battery-powered bion microstimulators for neuromudulation.
The rechargeable battery-powered bion microstimulator is designed to bring neurostimulation to mainstream medicine and improve the quality of life of those suffering from neurological disorders. The bion, through direct electrical stimulation of excitable tissues, is intended to treat numerous disorders including urinary urge incontinence, fecal incontinence, chronic headaches, peripheral pain, angina and obstructive sleep apnea. The rechargeable bion microstimulator, manufactured by Advanced Bionics Corporation, is designed to be implanted using a minimally invasive approach that would appeal to clinicians of different specialties as well as patients suffering from a wide variety of debilitating conditions. The bion is currently in clinical trials for the treatment of urinary urge incontinence and headaches. Other clinical trials are expected to follow in the future.